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g Cor. iv. 2. Neither handle we the word of God deceitfully : 
but in declaration of the truth, we abprove ourſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the ſight of God. 
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BY A CLERGYMAN 

OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 4 

. Take heed of lies, TRUTH, tho' it trouble ſome minds, | | i 1 
1 


« Some wicked minds, that are both dark and dangerous: 14 
« Yet it preſerves itſelf, comes off pure, innocent, | 14 
„% And like the ſun, tho' ever fo eclips'd, 4 
% Muſt break in glory | 1 [ 
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AN 


ANSWER, &. 


London, July 1798. 
My Tors. e 


Ir T was, believe me, with 8 OT : 
concern that I read ſome paſſages in a letter 
addrefled by your lordſhip to the clergy 
of your dioceſe, which has been dignified 
with the title of © a manly, rational, and 
te truly Chriſtian letter“. Whether it can 
be juſtly conſidered in this light, is a queſ- 
tion which ſome may preſume to anſwer in 
the negative, notwithſtanding the ſanQion 
it claims on account of its author's abilities 
and learning. | 
Though the multitude of every claſs are 
cally led by the authority of a great name, 
to adopt opinions and 1 decidedly 
antichriſtian, when they ſeem likely to pro- 
* Gentleman's Magazine, May 1798, page 385. 

AR... mote 


1 


mote their temporal intereſt; the plain, 
humble enquirer after truth expecis ſome- 
thing more than bare aſſertions in proof of 
a doctrine, which directly militates againſt 
the poſitive precepts and expreſs deſign of 


the goſpel; before he ſuffers it to obtain 


any influence over his conduR: It is much to 


D— 
* 


be feared, that (whatever other ſciences we 


may be acquainted with) we know but little 


bol practical chriſtianity, or of the real prin- ; 


ciples of that religion we pretend to profeſs. 
Tour lordſhip obſerves, and with the 


ſtricteſt truth, that © war is to be reckoned 


among the finful Practices of mankind;” 
but if chriftianity countefiances war 
ſeem to imagine) it allows the ſin 
* tices of mankind, and 
ſors to engage in [thoſe thitigs, which are 
forbidden by its Own precepts: for it for- 


as you 4 
Fac- 
permits its | rofel- 


bids not only 4 finful practices, but re- 


quires us to ah lain, ehen 's from all ap- 


* pearance of evil: (1 Theſſ. v. 22. o that 
if the doctrineʒ in behalf of Which yourlord- 

ſhip contends, be reconcileable with chriſt- 
anity, chriſtianity* mliſt at once command 


and forbid the very ſame things, and at the 


ſame time declare * a . ought and 


5 ought | 


TS 4 
ought not to be done. But ſurely ſuch a 
glaring inconſiſtency as this cannot be 
charged upon that diſpenſation under 
which mercy and truth are met together. 18 
Ixxxv. 10.) 

We are commanded to forgive our ene- 
mies, as we hope for pardon from the Father 
of mercy, (Matt. vi. 12. 14. 15.) and upon 
this condition alone can we entertain the 
ſlighteſt expeRation of the remiſſion of our 
own tranſgreſſions; now every man muſt 
be our enemy or not ; if he be not our ene- 
my, what can juſtify our attacking him in a 
hoſtile manner, either of our own humour, 
or at the command of any human power or 
authority whatever? —If he be our enemy, 
do not the precepts of Chriſt command us 
to forgive him? As to the diſtinQion | pre- 
tended between our- own frivate enemies 
and thoſe of the public, it is mere trifling, a 
diſtinction without a difference; for if a 
man cannot, conſiſtently with the principles 
of chriſtianity, revenge an injury done to 
himſelf, how can he be juſtified; as a chriſt 
ian, in the aſſiſting to revenge injuries done 
to others? Behdes; even to harbour a 
1 of revenge is an act of rebellion 


A 49 againſt 2 3 


6 ] 
againſt Chriſt, ſince, while ſuch a thought 
has poſſeſſion of a man's heart, he cannot be 
at peace with himſelf, in charity with his 
neighbour, or under a ſtate of obedience to 
that Being, who has commanded him to 
love his brother (every child of AB) as 
himſell. NN 
| When we lift our arm to plunge a dagger 
in a human breaſt; even in our own de- 
| fence, why does the hand tremble? why 
ſhudders the heart? ' whence that ill ſmall 
voice .within—that ſometimes (even in the 
tempeſt and whirlwind of paſſion) pleads for 
non-refiſtance ? Is it not the voice of that 
Power, under whoſe infpiration the apoſtle 
thus addreſſed thoſe to whom he wrote 
dearly baloued, auenge not yourſelves ; for it is 
ur itten, verigeance'ss mine, ['will repay, ſaith 

the Lord, n) why do men, who 
have heen the cauſe of other's death, ſo of- 
ten make excuſe for their conduct, why'are 
there ſo many arguments urged to juſtiſy 
ſuch acts — and why cannot men avaid re- 

calling them to mind continually? It ia not 
ſo with truth; that needs no apalogy: the 
practice of it leaves no anxiety on the mind. 
No doubts ariſe in the ſeaſons of retirement; 


to 


© 


C3 
to leſſen. the ſatis faction we enjoy from that 
ſelf approhation and divine complacency 
which naturally attend the conſcientious . 
performance of what we know to be right. 
ruth will ever approve , itſelf the 

parent of quietneſs, ſilence, and peace. 
Until we have experienced, in our own 
hearts, that love which worketh no. ill to his 
neigůbour, and which, is the fulfilling of the 
lau that we are ready to, forgive and fray 
or, even our moſt inveterate enemies 
until the Divine Shirit witnefſeth with our 
Ihirit, that we. may in ſome. degree conſider 
ourſelves as ſons of that God, who, by the 
apoſtle, is emphatically ſtyled Love. 0] John 
iv. 16. We know but little He know no- 
thing of Practical chriſtianity, that er 


which I chiefly abjeR, and on the ſubſtance 
of which I ſhall take the liberty to com- 
ment, is the following: n 

b lade elle than 3.calymny.upon the 
« chriſtian religion, to pretend, as ſome 
. pretended, . 4hat, defenſive, war is 
| "ens er. the. Ge e 
8 e 


* 


by the example of the firſt chriſtians. The 


* uſage which chriſtians, either laity or 


ſuch an affertion? Andꝭ if he dare, will not 


EY bk 
© the niorality of the goſpel, or forbidden 


« by any particular precept, or diſcouraged 


“ notorious fact is, that they ſcrupled not to 
> ſerve in the armies, W ao 
&« „muß 

It would be ail more Wirten to the | 
« goſpel to maintain, that foreign attack, or 
« domeſtic treaſon, are of the ſort of ill 


* clergy, are commanded not to W * | 


t force. 


* *It is little elſe chan a calumny —.— 
—— ſirſt chriſtians.” x 

* any man, with the ſacred ** 

ſpiration unfolded before him; to make 


in 


his heart give his tongue the lie, when he 
beholds it written in the words of him who 


ſpake as never man ſpake (Matt. v. 44.) 
| Love Your uZMIESs, BESS THEM HAT 


CURSE YOU, DO- oO To #HEM-WHICH 


HATE YOU, .AND RAY FOR- THEM: THAT 
5 DESPITEF ULLY. vs vou ANS nusorr 


You. ch Ear Ja 4 1 9. bg 21 Ausl. C1. 


But in order to! 10e Wat: - defentive 
| Wat ;" is not diſeduraged by the emmple 
— of the firſt chriſtiats,” you produce a 

-- © notarious 


"_— 


5 © a Sd 


human being, it is incumbent upon thoſe 


their heathen ſovereigns, were © the firſt 


CF 3 
© notorious: fat.” Before this · notorious 
fact“ can be conſidered of fuch confe- 
quence as to form an infallible rule to 
chriſtians of the preſent day, or be urged as 


a ſifficient'plea to excuſe them in level- 


« ling a muſket for the deſtruction of a 


who would eſtabliſn ſuch a doctrine upon 


ſuch a fact to prove that the perſons al- 
luded to, as © ſerving in the armies even of 


« chriſtians.” that after Wir becoming 
chriſtians, they took up the profeſſion of 


ſoldiers- that they did this without ſcru- 


ple that their conduct in this inſtance 


met the general approbation of their fellow 
chriſtians, being conſidered by them as per- 


fectly conſiſtent with their religious profeſ- 


| fron—and-finally—that i it ean be made clear- 


ly apparent to every unprejudiced mind, 
that this act of theirs was ſanctioned by (or 


at leaſt, that it was not in direct oppoſition 


to) the precepts and practice of the ap 
the firſt teachers of chriſtianity, and of him 
who | commiſſioned them to preach tlie 
glad tidings' * r _ rr < yge it 


doe tn Aa“ e - 
= 
9}. 5 


How 


|. How the opinion egaitt which-your lard 
ſhip. contends: can poſſibly be conſidered as 
* calumny upon the chriſtian religion 
en h f in any caſe, whether: of 
©. foreign attack or domeſtic treaſon,” I con- 
= myſelf entirely at a loſs to COnceive— 
gor can. it. be fairly proved upon cuns,᷑ñ,- 
1AN- principles, that they ought ſo ta do:— 
But this I know, and. am free to declare, 
chat this aſſertion—* they ſerved without 
* ſcxuple.in the armies even of their hea- 
<« then ſovereigns”—(bowever © notorious” 
W „ is ſuppoſed to be) is. a direct 
< calumny” upon the character of the « firſt 
* chriſtians.” 
When we A of. thoſe, whom: Free: 
dence has been pleaſed to remove from 
this ſtate of trial, it certainly becomes. us to 
treat them with candour, at leaſt with truth 
 —eſpecially when we ſpeak. of, men, of 
whom the world was not worthy. (Heb. xi. 3B.) 
If there eyer were beings who endured af- 
flitian while on earth; and whoſe memory 
muſt be dear, not, only ta tar, brethren in 
the faith, but to every. friend HW: — 
* dane of the ö firſt. © riſtians 


| „ 
whoſe moſt exemplary forbearance and 
piety are unequalled, except in the fingle in- 
tance of their Divine Maſter. ' Theſe ſons 
of patience ſuffered every indignity, and at 
laſt received the crown of martyrdom for 
the teſtimony of Jeſus—men, whoſe preach. 
ing was accompanied by miracles and figns 
from heaven; and who ſealed the truth of 
their doctrines with their blood—did:theſe 
men * ſerve without fcruple in the armies, 
even of their heathen ſovereigns?” No 
arguments that human wiſdom can urge, no 
records of hiftory, either facred or profane, 
will enable you to anſwer this queſtion in 
the affirmative, en de e 
truth. 
- « The notorious faR- mn they (i. e. 
* « the firſt chriſtiaris) ſcrupled not to ferve 
: Wer 1 . 

« reigns.” 
The fact ebene ede ee 
to prove it to be true it appears — 
that your lordſhip would have been leſs in- 
accurate, had you merely aſſerted—that in 


* 


I eee 


„ 


tie eariy ages of tie church, ſome of the No- 


ſoldiers berame conuerts to chriſtianity— 
for his id all that caw be fairly contended 
for 
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2 alter their converſion, they 
continued ſoldiers is another queſtion If 
vou mean to aſſert, that men of other en- 
gagements in life, after they became con- 
verted to the faith, quitted thoſe engage - 
ments and took upon themſelves a military 
profeſſion (which is the caſe in general with 
thoſe who act as ſoldiers in a chriſtian coun- 
try. and to juſtify whom your lordſhip's af. 

ſertion was made) and if you mean alſo to 
aſſert, that they did this without ſcruple” 
the fact remains to be proved. But did 


hiſtory bear teſtimony of the fact thus ſtat- 
eil, ( vhich they certainly do not) it cannot 
furely be contended that all the ©! farit 
A © chriſttahs' were engaged in military em- 
If ſome of them were ſo engag· 
ed==the re were ſome alſo who were not 

and if, on the one hand, the example of the 
former be pleaded in behalf of thoſe chriſt- 
ans who nom engage in war; the pattern 
left us in the conduct of the latter, may he 

conſidered, at leaſt, as an equal juſtification 
of thoſe who: do not—eſpecially remember- 

ing, thaf\in'additiomto the example of ſome 
of their moſt eminent predeteſiors,” they 
1 4.— | can 


the: records of eccleſiaſtical, or any other, 


* th. As. aa. Ho. 2 


there wete many -« 


ma 2 W 0-0 


* 
can plead, the example and precepts. of 
hit 10> 9d Nam nom Soc ann. 
That ſome of the Roman ſoldiers became 5 
Seen 0e chriſtianity is not denied, and 

| period this happened your lordſhip 
need not to be informed; nor is it neceſſary 
to remind any one, who is verſed in the 


ietter of the New Teſtamerit,: that prior to 


this time, eyen in the days AG 3 — 
tren, many antichriſts. in e aan. John 
2. 18.) that it was neceſſary, even then, 


for Paul to exhort his converts to be fol- 


lowers : of hams as he followed: Chriſt, and to 
mark tem h walked, as they: had him: for an 


example, it was to Chriſt alone, the only 
ſtaridard of perfection, that he commanded 


them to look. G40} 30. i; xxl} 
„rn seg us (deten abe be 


of argument) ſuppoſe: for a moment, that 


the firſt chriſtians were engaged in war, and 


that all: the firſt chriſtians: approved the 


practice, were they all of them infallible ? 
If any one feels himſelf inelined to believe 
that they were ſo let him read Pauls fe. 
vere and ſpirited addreſs to his Corinthian 
ene 63 ſhameful behaviour. at 
bob tic 2m05 the 


able fat: was certainly prior to that fuppol- 


—— though heathens, con- 
felled themſelves to be, in ths inſtance, but 


[ 1 


the-oclebration of the ſacramerit (i Cdn, xi.) | 
Surely theſe men may be conſidered as 


mcagithe i chriſtians—and this undeni- 


ed: ? notorious fact mentioned by your 
lordſhip. - But what are we to inſer from 


this why, if ome of the firſt ichniſtians 
failed-mn their duty in ſuch an inſtance, may 
ve not ſuppoſe it to be boch poſkble and 
probable, that they might alſo fail in ſome 
other points of duty. It muſt be allowed, 
nance of the euchariſt, were fallihle, imper· 
fett chriſtians: and who can ſay, with truth, 

that thoſe, who (as it is conjeRured) ſerved 

after that time in the Noman armies, were 


8 


thren of Corinth? _ 2} 1 

At thie time of the bege of jeralulem;/the 
converts to chriſtianity may be ſuppoſed to 
have been numerous, yet we do-not find 


n 
ymen; nor on the fide. of 


the miniſters of a faperior power—no, they 
"fd AE commanded 


| commanded them (Matt. 24. —— 


martyred diſciples of their divine 
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— wallbcreroſiheipianciertion- 
refiſting- brethren; or, did they lay down 
their weapons: of carnalwarſare;andj join the 
Mafter ? 

An eminent writer of the preſent day, 
who ſeems to be of the ſame opinion om this 
ſubje& with your- lordſhip, and whom we 
may imagine to be capable of placing any 


argument in the cleareſt point of view; has 


thus expreſſed himtelf: The prufeſſion of 
* ſoldier is no where forbidden or con- 
demned. When the ſoldiers demanded. 
« of John the Baptiſt what they ſhould do 
he ſaid unto them, do violence to no man, 
neither accuſe any falſely; and be-content 
„with your wages. In which anſwer we 


do not find that, in order to prepare them: 


Me at --* 


9 * quired 


— 


—— 


1 —U—ü— — 


: 
— — 2 4 —— . — — wn 
* k 2 : 


b 
- 
8; 
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\ 
— 
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i 


r chriſtian / church, and to whom the.goſpel 


* 


de bee argument in-ſuppor of yopr 29 


en, butionly — ſhould, beware 
of the vices of. which! that, profeſſion was 


* accuſed.-+ The precept which follows, be 
content with, your wages, ſuppoſes them 
to continue in their ſituation. The firſt 


i gentile convert who. was received into the 


« was imparted by the immediate and eſpat 


1 ——— eld: the -lame 
A « ſtation, (a-centurion); and in: the: hiſtorx 
* of this tranſaſtion we. diſcover. not the 


ſmalleſt ĩntimation, that Cornelius, upon 


becoming a chriſtian, quitted the ſeryice 


« of the. Roman legion; that his profeſſion 


«. was objected to, or his continnanee in: it 


< conſidered as inanywilc an with 
2 hig naked character. N 21 B ut 34220 11818 
As your lordſhip may:be.inglined to urge 


«.torious fact, I ſhall beg, leave to oſſex a 
— ——— 


archdeacon s Treatiſeon Moral e | 
og Ch. 12. Patey. ). - nen Fang 

1 — A ſoldier 1 0 where 
— — 


ee eee 22> 2o- 


wo bd ee ow od 


4 
. 
* 


a 


ut - 


_ [IRmegromftance truly * and 


ate and" ofpecia} direſtibn of heaven,” 
| ſhould be 2 fuldier. The Meſſiah was ito 


From” Jeruſalem, (and has he not done it p) 


IK F HOP dN nnen 


d Ru 'B 


IS 2» 
but it will be: anſwered, that in the prohis 
ä theft, A 292 
tatidem veibir erbiaden Tae; end I may | 
alfo anfwer, that in anger, ma- 
lice, revenge, &c. the — n e 
ia in like manner forbidden. © 


* . * 


wellbdeſeruing 


-our attention; that * the 


« gentile convert who was received 


into the chnſtan church, and to whom 
er the goſpel was imparted by the immed!- 


et uff the chariot from: Eghr aim, and the horſe 


and to fpead & ta the heathen (Zach: ix. 10.) 
-wand:yetrpermit the heathen; when he be- 


 catherchriſtian,:to amber the ufer the 


fword? Stranc le anfiftetoy! 
e ſoldier was inſt called; the man, who/by 
profeſſiori' wore a ſword, was to be the firſt - 
benen that came bu ſurrendered (at the 


divine cammand)-thwibſtiument of oppre 
ſum and violence nt the foot: of — 


hu proſrſſem was not objefted ta- nor w. 


— ͤũœCß . 
thief 


3 een 
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1 — tevthe: 


wi an angel ext tie froa! Heaven? "He 
1970: — WAS 


L] 
thief on the croſs. And we might as well 


in their ſeveral -profefſions, it not having 
been recorded that they quitted them, as 
to contend that Cornelius remained ſtill a 


no account upon record (it being unneceſ- 
fary) of his having laid aſide the profeſſion 
of war, when he Became 1 
A | 


*in the hiſtory of the tration wo dif: 
cover nat the ſmalleſt i intimation that Cor- 
_ * nelius, upon becoming a chriſtian; quit- 


Nor is there the ſlighteſt intimation that he 
did not.—If, on the one hand, it be preſum- 
ed that he did not quit his proſeſſion it 


may alſo, on the other, — — that he 


did; and for this plain, fimple reaſon, be. 


tauſe © his coritinuance in it could hot but 
be conſidered as” 


every way incon- 
4 ſiſtent with his new character, it being 


inipoſtible for him to fulf the duties of hi 


dfcffion as a ſoldier, without acting in 
of that reli- 
gion, to which he became à convert. WH 


ſoldier, becauſe the ſacred hiſtorian has left 


aan go & wo 


; 14 
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to the ſoldiers who came to him for i 
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was a ſincere. man, his prayers and alms 
were accepted But he had ſomething more 
to learn, and that too from the humible;tliſ- 
ciple af the lowly Jeſus, even from him who 
had been rebuked by his maſter for merely 
wounding one of the rabble that came to 
drag him to the croſs (and which wound the 
the Father of Mercies to tell him, that he 
might ſtill remain a ſoldier, and that. inſtead 
of depriving his fellow-men of exiſtence for 
the-good of his country and the honour of 
the Roman name, as he had hitherto done, 
through: blindneſs and ignorance; he was 
henceforth to uſe the weapons of. carnal 
warfare, in the cauſe: of God, and for the 
ſake of Jeſug Chriſt 7 What contradiRion | 
A fup- 
poſition! 
As to the argument pas a * * 
author, from the anſwer of John the Baptiſt 


don. it ie almoſt too trifling to deſerve: a ſe- 
TIA When the ſoldiers de- 
» mended of John the; Baptiſt what they 
ald de, he. ſaid to them, do violence to 
— —ͤ—ͤ— and be 


[ @ ] 
*:qbntent with your wagen — 
diſriples of Jefus Chriſt niły wage w] . win 
ebih Gier, or with! inficuls; and prepare 
evryingenious infiraniehtoferuaityforthe 
cdeſtruct ion of thouſtinds, — Rifun deni 
Dc ſabjed is tou ſetivas-for ridicade: 
argument, * 1 wh — themed bis 
© which anſwer we de not fin, that in of: 
der tb prepare themſtlves for the retep. 
en ar \tingdonr of Gad e re. 
, of ſoldiers to 
vfisllion, bun only that they ſhould: bewars 
©'of thoſe vicevof-which — 
9:g66aſce. ' The preeept Which fotlow;'be 
*:bviitent with your wages, fuppoſes them 
—_— in weir unten et! At 
Job a ti of chridinnity. 1 
Johs tad proveeded fill farther, 
And not left us to draw conchifiont froth a 


Peſicten, dat Rad ſaid vxprdfaly—— 
=> 1 yogr Srdationsa=iroull cis 


down D nm choaven or: the deftiuRion 


try's cable (m rexange: the unuvies tous $0 


| provi aß abe mm of a tue potriet, andthe 
aw-argatiizes. 
miau ihe thus addteſſpd chave regarded tis 


not rather have turned from him in pity s 
difga&, n from ignorant, ſalamm trifler; 
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T 29 1 
n 10 we Elijah: * 
and under the very ſame diſpenſatiam. wan 
yt pur A dorbed bis difciplattofol- 
loir the exanagile of that prophet by calling 


ef his etir mies arKings i. 10, kein G4) 
--Againihow afoldjer. aan ct as fuck and 
yet. do uindenceds b men, iL believe. ib 
pablecof: heinz clearly; ane ie fr 


— . — 


— af cut eee 


a number of ahdiwtiials' dwelling tagecher 
ou: one! Parti ſpat | of £anþ)i now may 
go forth\into afozgign land; * 3 
plandet, and Mil as zany. he 
vun and the mote you anngey may {a 
jme then, dhe wore deſerv ing ovill. yay 


thinks.of yeur>fall Could 


aig teacher ifcnt from-abave 2. . „Would he 
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acuh ooo? wage wilt hben 5 
rn "arguments can poſſibly be urged; | 
that will prove” to che ſatiafuſtion of the 
moſt 1 man, who is endued with 
common ſetiſe, that he may, at the com- 
mand of any human power, do that with 
innocence, which, were he to commit as an 
individual, he ſhould confer as loading 
him with guilt ; on that, umller any ſuhctibn, 
be cars barkinharifedriwtheriblation of the 
divine hu f what can poſſibly juſtify that 
man in b arms for: the extermination 
even of his moſt inveteratt foe, who» pro- 
feſſes a religion, which forbids him ta go to 
iu for hit Jun NA ef bes 1: 
defrauded, than to return cht ſor ci, dr en- 
gage in contention and ſtriſe ? What expec- 
tation can a chriſtian entertain (however 
apparently } juſt the cauſe in which be is 
1 engaged) of paſſing from a ſcene of devaſla · 
tion and carnage, in which be has willingiy 
ed part, to n 
AS $254) $508 $151 F158 13816 10% 
- Admit that it is lawful for -chriſtzang; at 
| the command of the magitrte, to ſerve i 


war 7 
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war; and what 1 will follow? Willit not fol- 5 
low, chat if this be lawful at the u 
of the inagiſtrateof one country; it It be * 


equally 


0k > dame juſtify the ſoldiers it cruci- 
fyi 


ties done ta their oppreſſed brethren'; and 
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ſo at the command of the magiſtrate 
of another of every country p Will not 


ing our Saviour? Under ſuch a perſua- 
ban who, will call-in queſtion-the cornduft 


of thoſe men, who, at the command of the 


3 


ca, at the command of their princes;: in 


pouringa.deluge af milery and death upon 
of Europe, to revenge the inju- 


to exterminate a race of be · 


* ings, who (though: profeſling to live accord- 
n divine revelation, 


e of charity eee 
=4 - 


ACE hs Seat Vuyä Wu Ke, he's 
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their aftiotsthat-thig: att really theadifois 
plexof the great impoſibr Mabommedi and. 
be! bim, try to perſuade the. world u 
beat e deeds uf 'vaolemes 
and frueky? uo 0s Honnndiong 
m tee Ahe londſtipb letter, 
«It ud be ſtall ore injuridus to thꝭ 
4 gdſpol ta maintain, that fortignattack ut 
*:tlomeſtic:treafom! ave of the ſort uf ill 
_ * ulaje that chriſtinis, bitter laaty or bern 
+ are. colmaanded: mot to appole by-farce.? 
What ſurt of ill uſage cli ate cor 
mandel nt ta ppOfe hy farce I know . 
forithere ave mo axcepticins/ to be found-th 
the New: iTetament. to. thoſe general: qui 
cœpts ofthe goſpel, winok nid feveage, Gio, 
_ andioommdandous tu he rind forgove/ wr b 
mies—no reſervation made wi reſpec. 
het tos bb *forcign attack or:domeſtic 
nnn 1014109 261 38.50 
gu Thc fahichtofa king rebato kaplatos 
not of this worid, may not have mu com 
bern to enquite into the imufulneſs or jub- 
tice bf earthly governors waging war g,ẽjitn 
eachother ; but ſuch a one cught-(ericouſty 
. en whether . indi- 
129113 t. Þ ' m 


laid for: him 


it not his duty (fearleſs of thoſe. who: can 
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uche practice of what his rchxion tere; | 
maraely, in the arnoyance am 'defirutiion 
of his fellow. en, in my cafe; or aporany 


pretenre, or at the inſtande of amy human 


authority whatever; or adviſe ami extiont 


athers to do dhe hike? It mich iconceras _ 


ſuch a -one,: too b¹ how:concondudtthim- 
eff in the midit of farrganding awmokfity 


and contention, fo g to eſcape the:ſnans 
him by hamen .wedoun and: fake 
philoſophy ; and to remain undefiled cui ia 


enn bloodguatinefs 


nder. } Nom en 1© Holgatt 


ee here: diſciple of Ates behobd 5 


bis fellow. chriſtiams engaging thenſſelhes in 


the-milſerable-conteſts between dhe aulers = 


of this world, without pity and regret?" I 


vnh lil the body, and are unable even to . 
complilh that, when Provudence is pleafed 
to control them) to -proteftrupainibfach an 
infri 


ngement of che laws pf that power 
which cum deſtrey ùuthi body ant ſoul ( Mait. iz. 
28.) —and wall ke not hereufter he acciiunt- 
«ble for ne to declate his defuppro- 


| bation of fach practices, and of ſach-opi- 


mare honeſt and guſt to acknowledge can- 
lidl that ave do not live up to the perfec- 
tion of its las, than to debaſe them, im- 
poling the -moſt. damnable errors upon 


mankind as the doſtrines of chriſtianity ?— 


Vs it not impious to injure the faith once de · 
liuereil to the ſaints, by attributing to it that 


which.is in direct contradiQtion to its true 


nature and ſpirit, merely to palliate our 


neglect of its moſt ſacred injunidns and 
iss it becoming men, who call themſelves 


chriſtians, to bring a! calumny” upon ſore 


af thoſe:who-<: 
thily 


maintained their title ta) that halow- 


ed name, to excuſe our too ardent affection 
for earthly things,. and our diſtruſt in the 


kaperintending providence of infinite vil. 
dom and goodneſs. 0. {685G 1 157338 af 01 


Baoͥch principles indeed as thoſe-of real 
chriſtianity, cipccmally.upon the. ſulyee-io 
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bare (and maſt wor- 


„„ eren rr erna seen 


queſtion,-will not..calily be admitted, into 
the hearts on _ 94 inte: 
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fexſon of peſiboome, in ich deſolation n 
miſcty” Aub alk abroad his nn bappy 
aud lughty favoured 


my thing bete nor thing rd cone; way be 


Biden the 


| JudefifeiOwbrs: Our! 


und; when{cemeefiel 


meet che eye, too! terrible to hn and 
_ difireſss and ber nor pveſe in Upm 157 from 
_ every debe almighty:armiofothiit Being 
ws alorr'mayiftil} uphwid in; hat: mr 


mor nimh u,;ias, on farmers, 


t ſepurutr us from tn Aer 
dri er cauſe us, ebencfor ànamantr nd 
the truth ail 
en. „ emd-vili. 38 chat, nder 
Abend cerptutided wemey bromblecto 
Hin, even utidſt the ovidicule;” oo 
| 4 povſechtivis bf dedhlind wndide: 


* 


fahre lian who 
hach bern a Hur dere from dhe Gg 


dingt we neveriniay be aſhempd:oÞ de 
5 2 ner fete — — 
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2 es ef} Frier of Fab 4 
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tobe preached hy e apoRlet:at Jouſalom, 
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Mn 
chi ſtinna, n not either a Dey bysſingulat 
inn dg from the time in which it 6ggen 


b hu naver beet left without witneſs in 
anp:age fund that to the preſent. It would 
be almoſt needleſs for me 1 remark, that 
your: losd[hap's acquaintance with eceleſi- 
aſtical hiſtory: might enable you, tu prove 
to che world, how — 
chriſtians may lawfully engage in hoſtiliti 

was fitſt impoſed upon — 


ing che darkneſs and ignorance of a corrupt 


and -: degenerate: age and point out. the 
NCI into the 
wous res foeenrary 60 the d of 


ion. Bly 


— 
. — — 


1 
* e no innovators. See 
. Lenne — 


— bs gy es 


modul ww... owc68162 ad. ni 


„ 1 
Solpal, und forfatal in their eſfecta om the 
paſſions of men; that, in diſputes concerning 
E 
— and madmen, profing them 
ſelves to be chriſtians. 
At che time of the Ry * 
Eſpecially, was not this dangerous error 
rejected by many of thoſe great charafters, 
raiſed up as lights to guide men to the 
knowledge of the truth, which had lain ſo 
long almoſt buried beneath tions 
of antichriſtian ſuperſtition-? And will not 
| the records of that important period:clearly: 
manifeſt that they did ſo 7 With thoſe re- 
eordꝭ your lordſhip cannot fail to be inti- 
mately acquajnted. And dark and gloomy 
a the proſpett is of the preſent age, yet 
may. we, with a full affurance- of faith, ex- 
pedtithat thouſands, placing their help ufop, 
— — —— | 


aſk . ye to the 
Landen eee dan they. w ain 
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in war. The hiſtory of the triple croum 
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Let's nn take mtu virvey of the 
riſe, progreſs, and decline of the fpirituab 
Babylon, and there will remain no doubt on 
his mind as to the fallacy of this opinion, 
that: chriſtians may · conſiſtently engage 


preſents an awful, affecting ſcene before the 
chriſtian world, and indeed before all the 


ſons of men; antichriſt Was to male war | 


with the ſaints; but we no where read that. 
— — — 


— der- teſtimo (dev) 
Let it not be thought that, in repro 


ating 
this doctrine of the lawfulneſs of war, I 
men to caſt the leaſt reflection on men of a 


he ho knows any 
thing of real chriſtianity will never inſult 
ſuch men, as many loldiere have been. as 
many are at the preſent" moment; men, 

——— and. diſtinte 
toi enable them to give up very ur. | 
— * 


military profeſſion; 
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Iingly quit the tranquil pleaſures of domaſ- 
tic quiet, to meet, in the field of battle the 
enemies of their country, are worthy, brave, 
noble, generous men; they juſtly demand 
my admiration, eſteem, and reſpect; hut; 
they muſt pardon me, 
them as chriſtians; and yet, of ſuch mem 


TY was the pious, benevolent Cornelius, towhom 


an angel was {ent from heaven; ef ſuch 
men was the humble centurion2who came aud 
beſought our Lord to heal his ſervant, who was 
Heid, to them chat followed, I have not founil 
Jo great Faxth, no not in {fracl, (Luke vii.) 
And had thoſe, who profeſs to be mini 
lers of the goſpel, the honeſty and fortitude 
to, propoſe to fuck men the truths of that 
golpel: i in their native ſimplicity, what 

might not haye been expected from ſuch. a 
conduct 7 The: Roman leader liſtened to 
the voice gf Peter, and will the chriſtian 
ſoldier refuſe attention to the command uf 
the captain of his ſalvatian? nt Ni 
It. i 18 to be wilhed; that e 
ſincerely aſk themſelves, whether it be con- 
— 2 ů— 


geil 8 not; 


ſume the appearance of . 


2 . rer 
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not; to take upon himſelf a name, h 
(if he make a fair and candid enquiry into 
his own principles) he will find does by no 
means belong to him: for men of the moſt 
eminent abilities and extenſive erudition, 
have never yet, nor ever will produce argu- 
ments ſufficient to prove that the profeſſion 
of a ſoldier. is conſiſtent with the profeſſion 
of chriſtianity, or: to remove the ſcruples of 
many pious and well- meaning men, who can 
produce, and have produced, the moſt plain: 
unqueſiionable authority, even the expreſs 
words of holy writ, aided by the cleareſt 
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} aud ſoundeſt reaſoning, to teſtify that:thoſe 
mi. ſeruples are not taken up upon light and 
ide Ml fuperficial grounds, but are ſuch as muſt 
hat I neceffarily ariſe in the mind of every honeſt 


man who reads the New Teflainent, unbi⸗ 
aſed by prejudice or partiality. 1 Na 
Look into Italy, France, &c. 8 
error, againſt which I am contending, has 
been induſtriouſſy propagated for ages, and 
behold the fatal effects produced by it upon 
thoſe countries. Had the ambaſſadors from 
the; Prince of Peace. boldly proclaimed, the 
truth they were ſent to declare to mankind 
. cy ee. thein eyes and ears 
C _ againſt 
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that ch 
_ age cntertainments, while, by countenanc 
ing war, they ſanctioned, by — 


 thouſafids were yearly expended in ſendipg 
miſionanes to preach chriſtianity in diſtant 
_ elimes, while, in chriſtian countries, men 


golpel, to periſh in ignorance and vice, un- 


- 
* " — tt — L 
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more than one, was heard to 
ba 999 — — 
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inſt it, and proſtituted their abilities and 


learning for a place among the great ones of 


the earth, and exchanged poverty and inte- 


grity for riches and precedence; future ge- 
perations would not have had to record that, 


in an age, Claiming to itſelf the character 
of being liberal, refined, and enlightened, 
men were ſo deplorably ignorant of the firſt 


principles of the religion they profeſſed; 
riſtian ſenators and biſhops idly con- 


deeds which far exceeded the groſſeſt im- 


were left ſtrangers to the glad tidings of the 
taught, unadmoniſhed—or what 'is worſe, 


 infiruQted in the exerciſe of the weapons of 
f carnal werfare ; that, in a chriſtian ſenate 


one voice, (eternal Author of Peace) and 
approve the 
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pray for unity, n BER : 
nations,” mounted pulpits, ſounded 


F & J Lf, 
declared their ſentiments againſt the deeds 
of mercy, pleading for the neteſſuy of trei 


| panhing'the injured negro from his quiet | 
home; that chriſtian ſenators, men high ih 
the eſtimation of their country, met each 


other for the dirett purpoſe of aſſaſſinatidni 
in defiance of every law, divine or human; 
even on the Sabbath day; that a chriſtian 
biſhop exhorted his clergy to © gird them- 

« ſelves without ſcruple for the battle“ 
that gofel. miniſters, men who publicly 


the alarm of war, eee the 
Lord and his Chrift, conſecrated the bahriers 
of the martial hoſt—/ Father, forgope them, 
et what they ds 1) 

1 1 not time for every ons ubs knows : 
and undefiled religion is, who 
methe intereſts of chriſtianity and the wel- 
fate of his fellow creatures at heart, to conib 
forward and lift bis voice in the great cauſe 
of human natute, boldly declaring, that 
by eq to be; that they 
e calumrry upon” the chtiſtian rel. 
— — . 
* l 
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or the weakneſs and wickedneſs of men 
have impoſed upon others, as the doctrines 
of chriſtianity, to every principle of. winch 
1 are in direct coritradiction? 
Had thoſe, I fay, who took upon . 
ſelves the title of miniſters. of the goſpel, 
been uniformly true to their ſacred truſt; 
had they e (as was their duty 
and their intereſt) that no precept of the 
Ne Teſtament will warrant a chriſtian in 
the injuring, much leſs the murder, of a 
fellow · creature; had they cried aloud ſor 
peace, thoſe enormities, at the bare recital 
of which generations to come will ſhudder 
with horror, had not diſgraced the records 
of the doſe. of the preſent century. The 
hands of Frenchmen had riot been enſan- 
guined by their monarch's blood: nor the 
- amiable, benevolent, but unfortunate Louis 
and his unhappy family been torn. from 
their palace, by ruffian violence, ta die 
upon the ſcaffold. The ſubjects of our be- 
loved ſovereign would not now have had. 
with trembling hands and bleeding hearts, 
to plunge the deſtroying ſword into each 
aden boſoms; nor the plains of aur ſiſter 
kingdom * t with the mangled 
2 careaſes 


* 


who act thus by ſuch a name); diſcord, ha- 
native hell: thoſe who held 


| in the heart of every enemy; brotherly łind- 


nnn Deiner 


1 


carcaſes of the ſubjefts to a Britiſh king 


Thouſands, who pine in pain and anguiſh, 
under the heavy galling yoke of ſlavery, to 
furniſh luxuries for chriſtians' tables, had 


no been cultivating their native land in 
peace, ſurrounded with all the comforts of 


torture and death had not, in thetighteenth 
century, been adminiſtered by the hand of 
chriſtians (if it be not blaſphemy to call men 


tred, revenge, and ſlaughter had fled to their 


earth, had brought their 'crowns and laid 
them at the footſtool of the throne of mercy. 
A vreath of peaceful olive, hung upon a 
croſs Calvary, ſupported by faith, hope, and 
charity, crowned with a celeſtial diadem; 


emitting rays of pure, unmingled brightneſs, 


had been the univerſal enfign—the ſpirit of 
the: Lord had 1: lifted up the flandard of peace 


neſs had been inſcribed in indelible" cha- 
raters upon every human countenance; 
and that bleſſed, happy day even now had 


- — — 4 | 


dawned, in which nation [ſhould no more lift 
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they learn war any more ; for the kingdoms of 
the world would have become the kingdoms oF 
Chriſt. 

In addteſling your lordſhip, I do not con- 
ceive myſelf to be oppoſing a blind enthu- 
ſiaſt, or a ſuperſtitious bigot, who (having 
ae the exror, * that chriſtians may en- 
© gage in war, as a part of that ſyſtem 
-which he dignifies with the title of chriſtia- 
ity) will contemptuouſly reject every thing 


. that appears to contradict his opinion, and 


perſecute to the utmoſt of his power the man 
vho preſumes, by differing from him upon 
this ſubject, to call. in queſtion his infallibi- 
lity—and this too, perhaps, without dergr- 
ing to examine the truth of what may be 
offered on the other fide of the queſtion 
But I am writing to a chriſtian biſhop, a 
man of ſcience, and conſequently (it ſhould 
be expected) a man of liberality and cam 
dour; who, were J in error, would kindly 
endeavour to undeceive me; but who, 
| ſhould truth appear to favour my opinion, 
would. poſlefs too great and noble a mind to 
deny that truth which he cannot controvert, 
or endeavour to injure the welfare of man- 
Mud, by oppoſing its progreſs in the world, 


DV > 
; 


ſhould declare his ſentiments; and (I moſt 
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F Þ . 
Theſe obſervations, which I have pre- 
ſumed to make on ſome paſlages of your 
lordſhip's letter, are ſubmitted to your moſt 
ſerious conſideration, with that deference 
due to a perſon of ſuch eminent character, 


learning, and abilities; with that 8 
becoming one ſenſible of his « 


fections, and of the weakneſs Laar at 


tendant upon every being, ſubject to the 
powerful influence of error, prejudice, and 
paſſion : but, with that freedom and confi- 
dence with which every friend of truth 


ſincerely hope and truſt) in that mild ſpirit 
of unfeigned charity and peace, which 
ought to be the diſtinguiſhing 2 
of every chriſtiax. | 


Lam, my wi 4 
With all due reſpe& 
Your lordſhip's, &, 
J. BRADLEY Abs 
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